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For Mongolians, E Is for English, F Is for Future

ULAN BATOR, Mongolia.

“We are looking at Singapore as a model,” Tsakhia Elbegdorj, Mongolia's prime minister, said in an
interview, his own American English honed in graduate school at Harvard. “We see English not only as a way
of communicating, but as a way of opening windows on the wider world.”

Its camel herders may not yet be referring to one another as “dude.” but this Central Asian nation,
thousands of miles from the nearest English-speaking country. is a reflection of the steady march of English as
a world language. Fueled by the Internet, the growing dominance of American culture and the financial realities
of globalization, English is taking hold in Asia, and elsewhere, just as it has in many European countries.

The rush toward English in Mongolia has not been without its bumps. After taking office after elections
here last June, Mr. Elbegdorj shocked Mongolians by announcing that the nation of 2.8 million would become
bilingual, with English as the second language.

With schools easing the way, English is penetrating Ulan Bator through the electronic media: bilingual
Mongolian Web sites, cellphones with bilingual text messaging, cable television packages with English-language
news and movie channels, and radio stations that broadcast Voice of America and the BBC on FM frequencies.
At Mongolian International University, all classes are in English. Enghsh is so popular that Mormon
missionaries here offer free lessons to attract potential converts.

James BROOKE, New York Times, Februdi'y 15, 2005.



