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Traduction sans dictionnaire du texte ci-après

IMAGINE YOU'RE SHAKESPEARE

when Shakespeare first travelled to London he found a city full of all that was best and worst

in this new era of discovery. There was trade'in expensive and fashionable items, a bubbling street life

with street-theatre, pedlais of every sort, sellers of songs and poems. Industry was flourishing in

textiles, mininj, the^manufacture oi glass, iron and rugit. The place to be known was the court of

eueen Elizabeîh. She was unmarrieà and drew many âdtnit"tt even in her old age, maintaining a

dazzlingsocial world with her at its centre. There *"ré writers and poets, grasping what they could of

the new world, building on the literature of other countries, charting the lingering death of medieval

life and the chaotic birth of something new'

By contrast, Shakespeare also found poverty, death and disease. The plague, spread by rats,

found an easy home in these narrow streets, often rpttting over with dirt and sewage: it killed 15,000

people in London in I 592 alone. It was an overc.o*d"d .Ity , the increased demand for wool for trade

brought about the enclosure of land in the countryside,_anâ this, coupled w-ith bad harvests, brought

the pËasants, thrown off their land and made poor, into London to seek wealth'

Jacqueline FtsHeR, from Vocable, April 1996'
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