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KewiswhereBri taingathershistoryandulw.rapssecrets,whereg6milesoff i lescontain
Eeasures such as Shakespeare's will, Queen Victoria't ""nt* t"toln and the Domesday Book(r)' a

t,iî"v âr s"gdd commissioned in tiîJ I lth century by rWilliam the Conqueror'

The public Record office is the nation's archive, filled with musty boxes, well-read pqpe{ and

carefullv indexed ao"o.*tt t[-"ipô"ia" " ftitt"ti."t trail sretching back centuries and touching lands

onc" "mb"dd"d in Britain's emPire.

It's a Dlace for eminent scholars and local historians, old soldiers and young students, many of

*rt"*p"Ài" p"ÈÀ like relatives wandering through grandma's attic'

In fact, it even generates a few "scoops", when govemment papers are releasèd 30 years or more

after they were written. Ï'fre Jcoras iumùte 
'out 

eac-h lan. l, with-other releases during the year, a

âï"i,À"itô g"ra,nin" trr"tîiùi".-i""*"rirt., historians and the general public to add to their

understanding of Past events.

Amongthisyear,srevelationswasthatduringWorldWartr'PrimeMinisterwinstonchurchill'
*itr, tt " iorïîoppo"t ôr nttiaJiiri*,*tri *-i"i to ngore out a way to sideline Charles de Gaulle'

then leader of th" fr""-nr"n"ft oplorition tô N-i Germàny, operating in exile.in England' "He hates

Eneland and has teft a tral of ÀiËi"O"iri" t"ttt"a nim enéryùtrere,'iChurchill wrote of de Gaulle in

a \iay 1943 telegram to British offrcials.

Bill Glrus, The Baltitnore Sun.

(r) Domesday Book = le cadastre'
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